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his father's opposition to the works of reformation, and to the
Solemn League and Covenant; and because his mother had
been guilty of idolatry, the toleration of which in the king's
house could not but be a high provocation to a jealous God,
visiting the sins of the fathers upon the children.1 Charles is
reported to have said that he would be ashamed to look his
mother in the face hereafter.
Covenanting zeal found further opportunities for this intoler-
ance in the appointment of a commission to purge the army
raised to restore Charles II. It is said that the commission set
to work with such good will that it cashiered three or four
thousand old soldiers and left in the ranks only those who were
'ministers' sons, clerks, and such other sanctified creatures, who
hardly ever saw or heard of any sword but that of the spirit.*2
To such bigots as these Cromwell's appeals for a peaceful out-
come of the differences between England and Scotland fell on
deaf ears. In vain he pleaded that they should ask themselves
whether all that they had done was infallibly agreeable to the
Word of God. CI beseech you', he said, *in the bowels of Christ,
think it possible you may be mistaken.'3
Having appealed fruitlessly to the covenanters to abandon
Charles II, Cromwell determined to compel them by war. He
led a fine army across the border, but for a time was unable
to force his elusive enemy, Leslie, to fight on a fair field* Indeed
it looked as if his invasion of Scotland would end in complete
failure. At the beginning of September 1650 he was hemmed
in at Dunbar by the Scottish army on the hills, and there
seemed nothing to do except to embark on board the fleet,
which had followed him offshore on his march northwards.
Nevertheless Cromwell said, 'We have much hope in the Lord;
of whose mercy we have had large experience.'4 Fortunately
for Cromwell the Scots, fearing his escape, descended from the
hills in order to be near enough to prevent his embarkation.
They intended to fight at their convenience, but instead they
were surprised by Cromwell's attack at dawn and completely
routed. Some three or four thousand of the Scots were casual-
ties, and ten thousand prisoners—and this at a cost of less than
thirty English lives.
The effect on the Scots of the news of Dunbar was over-
1 Sir Edward Walker, Historical Discourses (1705), p. 171.       a Ibid., pp. 162-5*
3 Letter cxxxvi, in Garlyle, ii. 79.	4 Letter cxxxix (ibid*, p. 92).

